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refused honorary membership on the excuse that the Rule
forbade the acceptance of a king, although he knew that other
rulers had been received. The Temple had lent him money
on several occasions, notably for the dowry of his sister,
Blanche, and his daughter, Isabella $ but Philip would not
have embarked on the campaign against the Order merely
to cancel a debt or revenge himself for an insult. To crush
the Temple was a tremendous undertaking, one which might
involve his kingdom in civil war, and Philip had carefully
considered the risks and the rewards. He would be attacking
the Church, but he was confident that he could depend upon
the support of the ecclesiastics in his project. He had bent the
Church in France to his will several times and he had no
fear that it would oppose him now. For in every country
in Christendom the clergy resented the privileges granted
to the Temple by the papacy. The bishops had protested
frequently against the withdrawal of the Order from their
jurisdiction, had watched with envy the growth in wealth
of the Templars, and had felt that the bequests made to the
Order should have been given to the regular clergy.
Friction was almost constant in the dioceses, and the
Templars flaunted their independence of everyone except the
Pope and treated the ecclesiastical authorities insolently.
While therefore Philip realised that the clergy might defend
the Templars as servants of the Church, he considered it
much more probable that their jealousy of the Order would
make them acquiesce in its destruction.
But Philip could not condemn the Temple. It had been
approved by the Pope, and only the Pope or a general
council of the Church could abolish it. Nothing less than
its abolition would satisfy the king, for if the Order was
permitted to continue in any form, there could be no question
of seizing its possessions. It was true that Clement V owed
his elevation to Philip, but he would hesitate to act against
the Templars without good reason. Besides, even if